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Character Education

Inclusiveness 
4th-5th grades

Overview 
In this build series, students will reflect on a personal experience involving inclusiveness. They 
will discuss what it means to be included, describe a personal experience, consider how to make 
others feel included, and make connections between inclusive and exclusive behavior. 

Connect to Curriculum
This build series can be part of classroom activities that involve:

Conflict Resolution and Mediation: 
•	 Identifying inclusive and exclusive behavior. 
•	Developing strategies to weigh options and possible outcomes in a given situation. 
•	Developing strategies to promote meaningful inclusion of others.

Reflection:
•	Evaluating one’s own actions in a given situation. 
•	Evaluating the actions of another person or group in a given situation. 

Personal Expression:
•	Developing vocabulary to express one’s thoughts and feelings effectively. 

Creative and Critical Thinking:
•	Evaluating possible outcomes in a given situation. 

Before You Begin
Assess and encourage prior learning by:
•	 Introducing and defining key vocabulary: included, inclusive, excluded, and exclusive.
•	Brainstorming ways in which inclusion can be encouraged in one-on-one and group situations 

and defining useful expressions and vocabulary to do so. 
•	Discussing situations in which inclusion and exclusion are key considerations.
•	Reading fiction or nonfiction texts or watching videos that feature inclusion and exclusion. It is 

a good idea to include scenes in which characters show positive actions to include someone 
who may be actively or passively excluded. Popular children’s situational shows or materials 
that focus on bullying prevention may be helpful resources. 

•	Role-playing situations in which it is or is not acceptable to exclude others and highlighting the 
roles different people play in situations of inclusion or exclusion.

Build and Share
Have students build and share their models by following the steps outlined in the Challenge 
Cards provided with this activity.

Tip:
Consult the Quick 
Start Guide of this 
activity pack for 
ideas on classroom 
management and 
organization.

Vocabulary:
•	 included: to be 

part of the whole or 
group

•	 inclusive: including 
many things, 
everything, or 
everyone

•	 excluded: to be 
shut out from 
consideration, or to 
be kept out

•	 exclusive: 
excluding many 
people or things 
from participation 
or consideration
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Reflect on the Experience
Encourage students to record and reflect on their models and ideas. 

Extensions
After completing the build series, encourage further learning by:
•	Creating a collage of actions that show inclusion, such as people making eye contact or 

sitting in groups. (Visual Art)
•	Role-playing scenarios and strategies that deal with exclusion and how to include others. 

Have students generate the scenarios to be explored. (Character Education, Dramatic Arts)
•	Having a class debate about whether it is always best to be included, or if there are situations 

in which not being included can be advantageous. (Character Education)
•	Writing a story, drawing a scene, or acting out a scene about being excluded and then 

rewriting it with an inclusive outcome. Compare how the two scenes are different. (Language 
Arts, Visual Arts, Dramatic Arts)

Facilitating Questions: 

Notes: 
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Recap and Reflect: Modify the Build

Recap and Reflect: Modify the Build
Write the Building Challenge from the Challenge Card here:        

      First image of LEGO® model:           Second image of LEGO® model:

Write about the differences between the two images of your model.   

Write what your model means with these differences and the story behind it. 
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Name:                                                                      Date and Subject:                                                                                 
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Recap and Reflect: Flowchart

Recap and Reflect: Flowchart
Write the Building Challenge from the Challenge Card here:       

In the box below, attach a photo or sketch or write a description of the LEGO® model you created:

Show how your ideas about your model connect and lead to new  
ideas.
Write your ideas in the boxes. 
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LEGO and the LEGO logo are trademarks of the LEGO Group. © 2012 The LEGO Group. 119

Recap and Reflect: Mind Map

Recap and Reflect: Mind Map
Write the Building Challenge from the Challenge Card here:       

In the box below, attach a photo or sketch or write a description of the LEGO® model you created:

Add your ideas about your model to the Mind Map.
Write in the bubbles and add more if needed.
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Name:                                                                      Date and Subject:                                                                                 

Tip:  
Use one of the 
Recap and Reflect 
Worksheets available 
in the Support 
Materials section of 
this activity pack to 
document the build 
experience.
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 so far.

S
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